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PRELIMINARY CONFERENCE. 


(Continued from page 277). 


SPEECH OF PRESIDENT GEO. Q CANNON. 
HESE Conference meetings are of exceedingly great interest ; when I am 
absent I feel it is really a deprivation. In assembling, every man and 
woman skould come with an earnest desire that those who speak, may speak 
on those things that will be most profitable. The only difficulty we have is to 
cover all the topics of counsel and instruction that are needed. A different 
style of teaching is necessary now to that at the first of this work. Every- 
thing connected with this work is of magnitude, and has a national character. 
If we had our way we should not court publicity, we would not make our- 
selves conspicuous. But circumstances are thrown around us despite this 
feeling, to eause us to stand forward and assert and maintain the position to,, 
which we have been called, and thus we obtain a prominence which no other | 
people have attained. We are treated as though we were a separate tribe, and | 
have been compelled to learn the art of self-government. With few honorable 
exceptions, those who have been sent to govern us have treated us as though - 
wé were not fellow citizens but aliens. If peace and good order have pre- © 
vailed, if the rights of person and property have been respected, it is because | 
the people have determined that it should beso. The consequence is that 
there are thousands in these mountains who know how to take the needful | 
‘Measures to sustain a true republican form of government. In this our * 
position is different from that of any other people, and all these topics come 
within the range of our religion and, belonging to our every day welfare, they 
necessarily come within the scope of the teachings at our General Conference, . 
A great change has been wrought since we came to these mountains. That _ 
which was taught in theory is being developed in practice. Wecan see how _ 
wisely the servants of God who taught us then were inspired to instrnct us, 


. 
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I have listened to many statesmen, but I have heard more solid, practical 
instruction at our Conference and in the visits of the Elders to the people 
than I ever heard in the halls of Congsess. God inspired His servants to 
give the people the bread of life, and though they have not always appreciated 
it they have gone thereby so far as they have partaken of it. God designed 
that we should be a distinct peuple, and our enemies raise the barriers and 
seem determined that it shall be so. We must be self-sustaining, and not be 
too closely identified with Babylon. Those who have neglected instruction 
on these points have experienced sorrow. Hearts have been oroken, affections 
trampled upon, and feelings wounded, because of failure to profit by 
instructions of this kind in reference to marriage with those not of us. The 
Saints were instructed by the Prophet Joseph that they should labor for Zion 
and not for the world. Those who have followed that counsel are rich in 
faith, and their circumstances are, at least, no worse than those who have 
loved the world. We are un:ler obligations to labor with our whole hearts in 
this cause, and lay the foundations of this work so deep that they can never 
be torn up. One obligation we are under is this : To carry with us here the 
same spirit of the Gospel which inspires those who go forth in self-sacrifice 
and unselfishness to carry the truth to the world. They put down self and 
labor for Zion, and are thereby lifted to a higher plane than they ever occu- 
pied before. This Spirit should guide us in all the affairs of life, and I pray 
that it may be with us continually, 

_ Adjourned till 2 p.m., tv meet in the Tabernacle. The choir sang an anthem: 

; Awake, put on thy strength, O Zion. 
_ Benediction by President Wilford Woodruff. 


‘On assembling on Thursday April 5th, at 2 p.m., the choir sang: 
O God, our help in ages past, 

: Our hope for years to come. 

After prayer by Elder J. D. T. McAllister, the choir sang : 

My soul is full of peace and love, 

I soon shall see Christ from above. 
ELDER LORENZO SNOW 

Read passages from the Doctrine and Covenants on pages 197, 111, 159, 161, 
187, 233, 257, 258, 262, 348, 382, in reference to consecration, stewardships, 
the United Order, tithing, the duty of the rich towards the poor, equality ia 
‘temporal things, and the duty of Bishops in relation to consecrations and 
‘tithings of the Saints, and said : I find, in looking over these revelations, that 
there are one hundred and eighty verses touching on the United Order. It 
thas been the impression among some of our Elders that this Order has become 
obsolete, because the Lord speaks of the laws pertaining thereunto being 
obeyed after the redemption of Zion. I do not advocate the establishment . 
of this Order in Salt Lake City, but I think it the duty of every Elder to live | 
‘in the spirit of the Order. When people consecrated their property as first 
revealed, it was left to each one how much he should consecrate. Bishop 
‘Partridge asked Joseph in regard to this matter, and received for answer that 
it should be left to the individual to be the judge, and if the Bishop thought 
there was not enough consecrated, it should be decided by twelve High 
Priests. When it came to stewardships,’each one reserved what was necessary 
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for his support and that of his family ; the rest was given into the Lord’s 
storehouse instead of putting it into a bank and drawing the interest. Joseph 
sought to establish the United Order, but the people did not live up to its 
principles, and therefore were expelled from Jackson County. The law of 
tithing was introduced as an abiding law in Zion. It was given that the 
people might become holy and be able tw keep the higher law, as the law of 
Moses was once given for a schoolmaster to bring the people to Christ. It is 
necessary that the Saints become united in their temporal affairs. They are 
not satisfied with merely paying their tithing. Look at the vast amounts 
which have been paid outside of tithing for the building of temples! Look 
at the amounts paid in the interest of emigration! This has been acting in 
the spirit of the United Order. In the revelations here read there are duties 
required of the poor and obligations placed upon the rich. A man may be 
rich without being in fault, or poor, and yet do right. The Lord found no 
fault with Job, or Jacob, or Sulomon, because they were rich. Yet there 
may be rich men among us, and also poor men, with whom the Lord could 
find fault. I am not in favor of common stock; that is, that every man 
should have just the same amount. But the way should be open for every 
man, by industry, to obtain all that is necessary. The same equality should 
ebtain in temporal as in spiritual things. Every man does not receive exactly 
the same spiritual gifts or authority, but the way is open for all to receive 
them at some time when fit to enjoy them to advantage. So persons whe 
have just arrived here from poverty, cannot expect to enjoy the comforts 
which others have acquired by years of labor and diligence. He then read 
from the Doctrine and Covenants on pages 337 and 338, showing that the 
United Order was given for an everlasting order for the benefit of the Church 
until the Lord should come. Two months after this revelation, the Lord 
gave the revelation in which it was stated that these commandments con- 
cerning Zion should be fulfilled after her redemption. He explained the 
eondition of the people who had been driven out of Jackson County, and 
their inability to carry out the principles of the United Order until they 
should be restored to their lands in Zion, and hence the revelation in regard 
to waiting until the redemption of Zion. Yet, in Kirtland, the Order could 
still be carried out,,and so in other places where it might be established. He 
showed, tov, that the time would come when we would be required to carry 
out the principles of the United Order to the very letter. He read further 
from the Doctrine and Covenants, page 345, showing that the Saints were 
rebuked of the Lord for not doing so, and that Zion cannot be built up with- 
out obedience to that Order. He exhorted the Saints to take such a course 
that they may reach that position in temporal things referred to in the morn- 
ing by President Cannon, and not only know that this is the work of the 
Lord, but also know that they know it. 

President Woodruff hoped the congregation would remember the discourse 
they had listened to. He thought it was too cold to prolong the meeting. 

Adjourned till Friday at 10am. The choir sang the anthem : 

I will bless the Lord at all times. 
Benediction by Apostle F. M. Lyman. 
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FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


The Fifty-third Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints met in the Assembly Hall, Salt Lake City, on Friday, 
April 6, 1883, at 10 a.m., as per adjournment. 

Present on the stand, of the First Presidency: John Taylor, George Q. 
Cannon and Joseph F. Smith ; of the Apostles : Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo 
Snow, Erastus Snow, F. D. Richards, Albert Carrington, Moses Thatcher, 
F. M. Lyman and George Teasdale; Counselors: Daniel H. Wells and 
John W. Young ; Patriarch John Smith ; of the First Seven Presidents of 
Seventies: Henry Herriman, Jacob Gates, W. W. Taylor, Abraham H. Can- 
non and Seymour B. Young: of the Presiding Bishopric: Edward Hunter, 
Leonurd W. Hardy and Robert T. Burton. There was also a large represent- 
ation of the leading members of the Church from the various Stakes of Zion. 

Conference was called to order by President John Taylor, and the choir sang: 

The great and glorious Gospel light 

Has ushered forth unto my sight. 

After prayer by Elder F. M. Lyman, the choir sang 
Come listen to a Prophet’s voice, 
And hear the word of God. 
PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR 

Said that although we might be crowded in this Assembly Hall, owing to 
the dumpness of the Tabernacle, it was deemed advisable to hold the morn- 
ing’s meeting in this building. 

PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 
Said we need the Spirit of the Lord in every capacity we are called to act 
in, whether in preaching or administering in the ordinances of the Gospel. 
Governments whieli are a benefit to mankind, acknowledged and protected 
the rights of their citizens. Men are recognized i in their landed possessions. 
Why should not the rights of God, who is the Creator of all, be acknowl- 
edged? There have been some of His children who have been willing to 
acknowledge the rule of God, but such cases have been comparatively few. 
Many wars were fought prior to the supremacy of Rome, for the political 
power, but since that time rivers of blood has been shed in the name of 
religion. The Lord has raised up many men to accomplish His purposes, 
though they themselves might not have been aware of this. Even the | 
warriors of various ages have been raised up by Him. Whena people became 
wicked and corrupt, the Lord chastised them. This has been particularly 
illustrated in the people whom the Lord has chesen as His own—kingdoms 
having been raised up to chastise His people for their transgressions, Then 
the Lord smote those who had afflicted His people in their turn. There. 
never have been as many important revelations given at any previous time 
as in our day; all the keys and blessings of every dispensation have been 
restored through the Prophet Joseph, who was a literal descendant of that. 
Joseph who was sold intvu Egypt. Many of the Saints now living#were 
personally acquainted with Joseph Smith, and can testify to the truth of his 
testimony and the validity of his calling. The setting up of this kingdom 
and its ultimate triumph, were shown in a dream to Nebuchadnezzar, and 
the interpretation was given to Daniel. We are living in the time referred 
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to, and there sever was a kingdom of as great importance as the one we are 
now laboring to establish. Joseph Smith labored in the ministry fourteen 
years, and received during that time all the keys, ordinances and Priesthood 
that bave ever been upon the earth, and then, after passing faithfully through 
a life of trial and persecution for the Gospel’s sake, he sealed his testimony 
with his blood, but he left the Church and Kingdom of the Son of God, and 
the authority to continue the work he began. The principles of good and 
evil are placed before us, that we may choose which we prefer. But we 
should realize that God and His power are greater than Satan and the power 
of evil. God will establish His kingdom, and will accomplish all that has 
been predicted by the holy Prophets. God did not create this earth and 
people it for the devil to possess and rule over. He will build up His own 
kingdom and redeem Israel, the Jews and His Saints. It requires a great 
deal of fuith and labor on the part of those whom the Lord has raised up and 
gathered here to accomplish this, but God has raised up and will raise up 
men and people to accomplish His work. Men were known and called to 
positions of prominence. The Saints are of Ephraim, and are called to build 
up the latter-day Zion. Though there seemed to be a scarcity of those who 
were on the Lord’s side, yet when the Gospel was sent forth it attracted the 
honest from all nations. From the beginning this work hus continued to 
grow, and it becomes more and more difficult fur the wicked to prevail as 
time passes. Brother Joseph F. Smith has remarked, the only time Satan 
had any chance to overturn this work was on the day it was organized. This 
kingdom had been set up never more to be thrown down, but will continue 
to progress until Zion shall be built up and become the glory and beauty of 
the whole earth. The Saints have bpen tried and proven even unto death, 
and if they are not willing to suffer/this, they will not be worthy to associate 
With those who made these sacrificés ancieutly. Jesus laid down His life for 
the truth. His Apostles, with one exception, died violent deaths. Muny of 
this people have lost their lives in this cause. I am satisfied that the Lord 
will not require His servants to lay down their lives in His cause. He is 
satisfied with their integrity in this regard. Nor do I believe that this 
peuple will be required to shed the blood of the wicked, but the Lord will 
fight our battles and cause the wicked to slay the wicked, that the hands of 
this people may not be stained with the blvod of their fellowmen, but the 
Saints will go forth and labor in the Temples. Ever since the principle of 
patriarchal marriage has been published to the world, this people have con- 
tinued to prevail, aud if we will keep the commandments of God He will take 
care vf us. All of the laws and ordinances of the Gospel are eternal in their 
nature, and all the acts of the Holy Priesthood are recognized in heaven. We 
should be careful how we use our positions. We should not compiain of a 
mau called to preside over us. While Ged sustains him I am willing to do so, 
I can assure the Saints of one thing—that the Lord will not allow any man 
who presides over this Church to lead this people astray. I know that God 
‘ jis with President Taylor and his Counselors, and is leading them right. I 
would sustain a man in any position, nv matter what his youth or age, just 
as long as the Lord sustains him. There is more union among the leading 
authorities now than there was in our early history, and this principle is 
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spreading abroad. We should sustain those over us in every position, and 
all be careful to sustain each other. The powers of the Priesthood can only 
be exercised in righteousness, and cannot be used to pull down or oppress 
our brethren. This has been illustrated among this people in times that are 
past. We must beware of jealously and prejudice. We should be careful to 
observe the laws and commandments of God. Let us labor in the temples 
for the redemption of the living and dead, let us avoid bickerings and fault 
finding. Let us keep God’s commandments, pay our tithing and perform all 
our duties. Let us remember our prayers, fur they ascend into the ears of 
the Lord, and He will be with this people and they will accomplish ali that 
has been prophesied concerning them. Those who were the pioneers in this 
cause are passing away, but others are being raised up to fill their places. I 
feel to warn all people to beware of the way they deal with this people; for 
those who rise up against them shall not prevuil, but will be broken and 
scattered, while Zion will rll forth and fill the whole earth. It therefore 
behooves us to observe all the laws and ordinances of the Gospel, and the 
Lord will not forget His promises. We will build these temples and com- 
plete them and attend to the work to be done therein, fill up these valleys of 
the mountains and attend to the duties required of us. We are muking @ 
record and will have to meet it when we go to the other side of the veil 
May God help us to be faithful and true to the ead. 


ELDER JACOB GATES. 
It isa ageblions and a blessing to attend assemblies of thiskind. Ihave Valin 
in the Church for nearly fifty years, have been acquainted with the leading 
authurities of the Church, have passed through the many vicissitudes that 
they have endured, and I never have seen anything to change the testimony 
that I received when I embraced the Gospel. I desire to so live that I may 
be one with them in time and eternity. Iask nothing better. I have prayed 
that I might be preserved from shedding human blvod, and I am glad that 
Gud has decreed that the wicked shall slay the wicked. I don’t care how 
mean they are who do this, but it is not a work for Saints. The Preisthood 
is that power by which the Gods work, and by this power the purposes of our 
Father will be accomplished. The wicked will be removed just as fast as the- 
righteous grow, as the Book of Mormon says, the bitter branches will be 
taken away as the good ones increase. According to the revelation, we must 
become very numereous and very terrible, and the world wiil fear this people 
because of the power of God which will be with them, as was the case with 
Enoch and his city. What need have we to fear when we consider the 
promises that God has made concerning His Kingdom and coming. Many 
great and important events are crowding upon us. The Saints have passed 
through many privations, but God has been with us and has marvelously 
preserved and, blessed us, overruling thuse things for our good that have 
been designed for evil. So it will be in the future, if we are faithful. Israel 
was always prospered when they served the Lord, but they have been scattered 
and smitten by their enemies when they forgot Him. But as Israel has been 
scattered, so will Israel be gathered again, and as fast as the good grow the 
wicked will be removed. God has decreed that Zion shall be built up accord- 
ing to the prophecies of ancient and moderntimes. Elder Gates bore u strong 
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testimony and exhorted all present to steadfastness and integrity in the 
Gospel. 
PRESIDENT HENRY HERRIMAN. 

I was very anxious to come to this Conference, and feel to thank God for this 
privilege and opportunity. I know that the words which have been spoken 
during this Conference are the words of life, and 1 know by my natural senses 
and by the revelations of God to me that this is the work of God, and that it 
will spread and grow until it shall prevail over the whole earth, preparatory 
to the coming of our Lord. Let us seek, then, to enjoy the spirit of the Lord 
that we may understand the will of the Lord, and have strength to perform 
it. The Lord is pleased with the unity.and faith of this people. I knew 
before I left my home in the South that through the faith and humility of this 
people the Lord was baffling their enemies, and I know that He will continue 
to do so if we will keep His commandments. 

Meeting was adjourned till 2 p.m. in the large Tabernacle. 

The choir sang the anthem— 

Sing ye Jehovah’s praise. 
Benediction by President Juseph F. Smith. 


EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION. 


Tue following, from a recent issue of the Deseret News, but expresses the 
facts regarding the treatment of every respectful and respectable non- 
“Mormon” by Latter-day Saints, whose kindness and hospitality are 
never withheld from the distressed : 


Editor Deseret News : 

Permit me, through the columns of your paper, to tender my sincere thanks 
to the peuple of Salina for their kindness to me during the sickness, death 
and burial of my wife, daughter of A. Hamilton, of Prattville, in this county. 
She died on March 15th, ult. 

I came to this Territory a “Gentile” and never joined the “Mormon” 
religion, 

It is believed outside of this Territory, from what is said by those opposed 
to the “ Mormons’ that a “Gentile” bas no kindness tendered him among 
the “ Mormons” when in trouble. But I am proud to be able to say that I 
have found it quite the reverse in my case, and no reference was made in any 
shape relating to my being a non-“ Mormon” or otherwise, but all the kindness 
and courtesy that could be expected were tendered. I am convinced, from 
experience, that any and all persons, no matter of what faith or creed they 
may be, if they will treat the “ Mormons” as they themselves would like tu be 
treated, will find friends among them as I have done, when they stand ino 
need of help and comfort. ; 

Your kindness in inserting the above will greatly oblige, 

Yours, Tuos. F. Vance, a non-“ Mormon.” 


Salina, Sevier County, Utah, April 14th, 1883. 


= 
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MONDAY, MAY 7,. 1883. 


POLICY VS. PRINCIPLE. | 

»Ir there is one lesson. that we. would like. more than any other to impress 
upon the minds of our readers, it is that they should be influenced or gov- 
erned in all their actions in Jife by principle.’ The old,.old axiom that 
“honesty is the best policy” is frequently quoted, and is familiar to every- 
body. Its truth, too, is generally conceded, but we think a man should have 
some higher motive for being honest than because it is the best policy 8o to 
be. He who is honest merely from policy is very apt to be dishonest when 
such a course promises to pay better. He who does right in anything from 
@ fear of detection and punishment if he should do otherwise, is very likely 
to do wrong when the cause of that fear is removed. We should be honest 
, from princip'e.. We should do right in everything because it is right so to 
do, not because it pays, better ar because people will think better of us for it. 
Policy claims that wrong-doing is sometimes admissable when “the, end 
justifies the means.” Principle accepts the “Golden Rule” as his law and 
conscience as his guide, and follows their dictates, trusting in the Lord for 
the outcome. Policy asks before doing anything, “Will it pay?” or, “ What 
will Mother Grundy say ?” Principle merely wants to know if it is right. 
‘Policy borrows money from a friend because he can get it without security, 
‘and speculates with it, intending to pay it back if he prospers. Principle 
refuses to betray confidence or jeopardize that which is not his own. Poliey 
has more regard for his ¢redit at home than abroad. Principle, if unable to 
meet all his bills when due, prefers to pay those at a distance and ask’ indul- 
gence from and make satisfactory arrangements for an extension of time with 
_ those close by, whom he can talk to. Policy never pays.a debt till he sis 
seized by the throat and hears the demand, “pay me that thou owest!” 
Principle takes pleasure in meeting his engagements promptly. Policy lives 
and keeps up appearances while he can get cre iit. Principle spends 
, less if he earns but little, and despises false show. Policy thinks it less harm 
to cheat one not of bis own faith than a member of the Church to whieh 
he belongs. Principle in point of justice sees no difference between men, 
and would even “give the devil his due.” Policy chuckles and is ready.to 
take advantage of the legal technicality when his debt is outlawed. Principle 
is willing to struggle his whole life through to pay. his debts, regardless of 
Jaw, and failing in. that, begs of his children on his dying bed to cancel his 
obligations and save his honor.. Policy rues a bargain if he can gain some- 
thing by it. Principle sticks to it though he loses. Policy asks when he 
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“hears the Gospel preached what kind of a character the people have who 
preach it. Principle is satisfied to know that it is the truth. Policy wants 
to know what his friends would think about it if he should embrace such a 
_epeligion. Principle only wants to know that he has God’s approval. Policy 
inquires of the Saints before he joins their ranks what kind of a place they 
are gathering to and' what the chances are for making a living there. Prin- 
ciple obeys the Gospel, and is then pleased to learn that the Lord has 
appointed a gathering place in addition to issuing the command, “come out 
., of her my people ;” and it is sufficient for him to know where it is, without 
stopping to a whether it is a barren rock or “a land flowing with milk 
‘.and honey.” Pulicy hopes to better his circumstances by emigrating. 
~Principle has no such consideration in view. Policy, in his anxiety to emigrate, 
““Jeaves without settling up all his debts or making satisfactory arrangements 
with his creditors, intending, of course to pay when he is better able, but 
without thinking of or caring for the odium such an action will bring upon 
his fellows and the cause he is engaged in. Principle would rather die with- 
. out emigrating unless he can gu honorably. Policy borrows money from a 
‘ ‘neighbor to emigrate with, promising to pay it back in time fur that neighbor 
‘to emigrate, but concludes that by keeping it a year or two longer he can 
' make bimself and family more comfortable and it will not matter much to 
his creditor. Principle pays back what he borrows when he agrees to, with 
interest, before thinking of his own comfort. 

Dropping metaphor, we would like to briefly remind our readers that those 
who claim the title of “Saints” should see that their conduct corresponds 
with their profession. The Lord is not only looking to them to do so, but the 
people of the world are closely observing them also. They are as a beacon 
_ placed upon a hill, and they should let their light so shine before men that 
they may see their good works, pattern after them and glorify. their Father 
in heaven. 


_ ADVICE TO PRESIDENTS AND ELDERS.—With the acquisition of 
such a large number of fresh missionaries as have just. arrived and the return of 
favorable weather for out-door preaching, we hope to learn of a general revival 

» in the work of proselyting throughout the British Mission. Yo this end we 
would suggest that the Presidents of Conferences spend as much of their 
’ time as possible in traveling and visiting throughout their various districts, 
" and setting an example before and assisting their Traveling Eldezs in holding 
“Open-air meetings. In this labor also, and in the distribution of tracts, the 
assistance of the local Priesthood and Saints should be called into use, and 

the work pushed with the utmost vigor. Efforts should he made mmediately 

»to branch out into new fields aud “ break new ground,” and the Elders should 

-go forth boldly and zealously, and yet humbly and prayerfully, warning all 

“people of coming judgments, declaring the plan of life and salvation 

, and trusting in the Lord to raise up friends for them and provitie for their 

,-wants, . If they will do this.we feel sure that the blessing of God.will attend 

jc them and a rich harvest of honest souls will be the result of the present sea- 

son’a miasionary labors. 
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RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.— President Robert Ure, of the Birmingham 
Conference, President Edwin Eyre, of the Nottingham Conference, and Elder Henry 
Green, of the Nottingham Conference, are releared to return to their homes — 
May 16th company. 

appointed to preside over the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder James D. Hirst, of the Nottingham Conference, is appointed to succeed Elder 
Eyre as its President. 

Elder John Pickett is released from the London Conference, and appointed to labor in 
the Nottingham Conference. 

Elder Wm. H. Wright is released frem the Birmingham Conference, and appointed te 
labor in the London Cenfererpe. 

The Elders who arrived on the 28th, to labor in the British Mission, were assigned as 
follows : Henry Goldsbrough and William Wright, to the Sheffield Conference ; ‘thomas 
- ‘Waddeups and Wm. B. Bennett, tothe Birmingham Conference; William Jex and 
Wm. Uhapple, to the Norwich Conference; John Cartwright and Henry W. Harris, 
to the Nottingham Conference ; Samuel McKay, George Condie, Thomas Wilson and 
James G. Crane, to the Glasgow Conference ; William Panter, Herbert L. James and 
N. M. Hodges, to the Bristol Conference ; Shadrach Jones, John Ellis, W. D. Williams 
and L. J. Mantle, to the Welsh Conference ; Leuis P. Lund, Chas. Denney, C. E. Angell, 
Robert Braby, W. R. Kingsford and John Willoughby, to the London Conference ; 
Robert Johnson aud Edward A. Steed, to the Manchester Conference ; H. B. Ockey, 
R. H. Baty and Robert Maw, to the Newcastle Conferevce; Henry Yates and Jos. Yates, 
to the Leeds Conference. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


WEATHER IN BEAR LAKE VALLEY—GOOD FEELING AMONG THE SAINTS— 
PROVIDENCE IN THEIR FAVOR. 
From a letter received from Elder Hugh Findley, dated Paris, Bear Lake 
Co., Idaho, we extract the following : 


“*T have learned by letter from Elder Orson F. Whitney, in the last Deseret News; of 
the efficient energies of President J. H. Smith in the ‘ breaking of new ground.’ Such is, 
no doubt, the legitimate spirit of the mission labor amoung the nations, the practice of 
‘ which will bless every faithful Elder with new hope, with an increase of faith, and with » 
joyous satisfaction not experienced in the beaten path. | 

‘In this high altitude we are just emerging from a rather pleasant winter. In the 
last days of '82 we experienced some pinching, freezing weather, but ’83, to date, has 
been unusually propitious. The element gave to terra firma a beautiful mantle of white, 
_after which every cloud receded in favor of the uninterrupted brightness of the orb of 
day, as also to the entrancing lunar rays of an atmosphere so pure as ours. Even pro 
verbially blustering Match glided in without an elementary jar, introducing to us, on the 
bows of our side-walk shade-trees, the chattering and song of the blackbirds filling their 
thrvate with the chants of gladsome spring. 
| fell mush. missionary labor hes ‘been. profitably perforened: through: this 
‘Stake, led by the worthy examples of its presiding officers, and receiving a hearty 
response in all its branches. Positive evidence is afforded that, with the, revelation of 
His will to His people, the Lord has also given an increase of His Spirit to them to com- 
_ prehend and appreciate His counsels. This is manifested in a fervent devotion, aiming 
__ at that immutable eneness that is with the Father and His Son Jesus, and with the Zion 

of Enoch and those associated with them, the meeting with whom we anticipate in 
times of restitution at our doors, and the ushering in of Messiah's reign, when tte will 
God will be doneon earth asin heaven. The nations may imagine and devise vain schemes. 
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but as sure as Jehovah reigns in the heavens, so sure will He in this generation make 
good His promises given in past ages concerning the restoration of the earth from wicked- 
‘ness as an inheritance for the faithful. No anticipations short of these could induce the 
_ five hundred or more messengers, now among the nations, to leave their mountain homes, 
surrounded with wives, children and friends, to proclaim amid contumely and scorn the 
Gospel uf salvation without fee or reward. But they feel that necessity is laid upom 
them to warn.the nations of judgments at hand, and gather the obedient, that they be not 
overtaken with them. | 

** As evidence that Jehovah rules, not only in the heavens but among the nations of 
the earth, the appointees of the President of the United States, by voice of Congress 
assembled, with all the paraphernalia of a commission, after an abortive attempt at 
disfranchising Utah's citizens, left us last fall as free, and with greater faith in Israe!’s 
God, than they found us. Again, certain of our Idaho legislators, led by the Governor, 
labored most assiduously during last winter’s session, even to the last hour of the last 
night, to pass measures egregiously unconstitutional to reach the ‘‘ Mormon” citizens of 
the Territory, but failed, since which time that Governor has been superseded in office 
by another. Senator Edmunds also, after frequent attempts had been made during the 
session of Congress, in the latter part of February made a bold effort to pass a bill after 
the inquisitorial style of the dark ages, but utterly failed to rally a quorum to vote upon 
it. So the Forty-seventh Congress closed, leaving the Latter-day Saints still in the 
hands of their Heaven Father, whose ears are open to their prayers, and who can say 
to the wrath of man, “‘ Thus far,” etc. | ; 

** Last fall the adversary assailed our Paris with a battery of three liquor saloons; 
but I am tappy to suy they have each and severally frozen out for lack of patronage. 
Popular feeling towards such intitutions is very much below zero in Zion.” 


OUT-DOUR MEETINGS—THOMAS COTTOM /DISFELLOWSHIPPED—OLD MEMBER 
OF THE CHURCH. 


President Geo. C. Parkinson, who, in company with Elder Wm. Groesbeck, 
is making a circuit of the Liverpool Conference, writes to us from Adlington, 
April 25th, as follows : | | 


** After leaving Liverpool, we held our first out-door meeting at Runcorn on Tuesday 
evening. Had a large and attentive congregation. The people in this place have for 
many years been bitter opponents of the truth, and many times the Elders have been 
stoned when preaching the Gospel ; but we were not interrupted until the close of our 
services, when a man named Cousins stepped into the circle and began to rage and carry 
en as though he had a slight touch of insanity. 

“The next night we held meeting in a house at Warrington, and the evening following 
preached out-doors at the same plact. Had a good congregation, and all seemed well 
satisfied and asked us to come again. : 

** We continued our journey the next day to Platt Bridge, held an out-door meeting 
at Newton, and in the evening attended an open council meeting at Platt Bridge, where 
the ease of Brother Thomas Cottom was brought up and thoroughly discussed by all 
present. Brother Cottom had been summened to attend the council, but sent word thas 
he would net ‘come, There were present in the meeting Elders Geo. Perry, Joseph 
Graham, William Groesbeck and myself, besides a good number of the Saints, and om 
motion by Elder Graham, seconded by Elder Perry, Thomas Cottom was cut off from 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by the unanimous vote of all present. 
This is the first time I have been called to lift up my hand te sever any person from the 
Church since I left home, and I can assure you it was a most painful duty ; still I realim, 
with my brethren, that he had cut himself off by his own unwise course, We have 
labored bard to save him, but he refused to listen to our teachings, set at naught the 
action of the council, and defied the Priesthood of God. 

“ We have now amalgamated the Ashton and Wigan Branches, and hereafter they will 
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be kmewn as the Wigan and Ashton Branch. We all held. meeting, in the Wigan 
Market Place on Saturday night, and in the Miner's Hall on Sunday morning; andin 
the afternoon Elder Groesbeck and I walked to Upholland (four miles), held meetingtin 
the Hall, taen walked four miles further and held meeting at night with the Saints. 
_On Monday evening we seemed to stir up quite an interest st Pemberton with our open- 
air preaching, and Jast night at Adlington we had another good time, which ended in 
warm but interesting discussion, and I think there were no less than three hundred 
listeners. 

_ “ We are now at the house of one Sister Betty Holding, who was baptised by Elder 
Heber C. Kimball, and has not been with or seen any of the Saints for more than twenty 
years, until last Sunday she and her daughter came to Wigan and attended meeting in 
the Miner’s Hall. She is as firm as the rock on the first principles of the Gospel and the 
' divine mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and can whip all the ministers in the 
country in discussion.”, 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


ty 


-TxeE Nottingham Conference was held at St. Ann’s Chapel, or Temperance Hall, St. 

" Ann’s Street, on Sunday, April 22, 1883. There were present on. the stand: Apestle 
John Henry Smith, President of the European Mission; Elder G. C. Lambert. of the 

Straw Office; Edwin Eyre, President of, and Kdwin Spencer, J. Reader, 

- J. A. Sutton, J. b. Hirst, E. H. Williams, H. Green, J. Williams and W. Wagstaff, 
Traveling Elders in the Nottingham Conference. (President Eyre had to leave the 
meeting on account of sickness. ) 

The opening prayer was offered by Elder Edwin Spencer, ‘after which Elder J. D. 
Hirst (in the absence of President Byre) explained the reason why they had assembled, 
and asked the Branch Presidents and Traveling Elders to give in a report of their labors. 
- Brother Parnham reported the Nottingham Branch, Brother Bettridge the Hucknall, 

Brother Beard the South Normanton, Brother Saxton the Eastwood, Brother Lomax the 
Derby, and Brother Salisbury the Burton-on-Trent Branch. They reported them in a 
v favorable condition, with the exception of a few who were cold in the cause. The 
majority were trying to live their religion, and sustain the cause all that ee 
«power. 

Elders Spencer, Reader and Sution, in representing their labors in the Hucknall Dis- 
trict, said there had been a marked improvement there. They intended to go ifto new 
fields this summer, and, with the help of the local Priesthood, preach the Gospel ont 

-doors. gst! 
'.» Hiders E. H. Williams, Green and Hirst, reported their labors in the Leicester District. 
Said that the Saints ia that District were a warm-hearted people. The Priesthood wete 
» distributing tracts, and they intended to preach in th> open-air this summer, and tell 
*the people that there was a God, and that He has autherized servants on the earth. ~ 
.« Elders J. Williams and’ Wagstaff, in reporting their labors in the Lincoln Distriet, 
i@aid that it was a very large one, and the Saints were much scattered. The spirit of 
‘ Opposition was rife in this district, and they were well known ; in fact, it was known in 
* most places before they arrived that the ‘‘ Mormon” Elders were coming. But they ‘did 
«mot mind, as it only helped to publish their cause. It was their intention to preach wri 
org during the summer. 
/ Apostle’ J, HL Smith occupied the remainder of thé morning, He exhorted: Ge 
teitioki to organize Tract Societies. Gave some good advice concerning emigration, aud 
‘said that it was desirable that the Saints should leave a good name behind them, and not 
“by any act of theirs leave their friends prejudiced against ‘‘ Mormonism.” | 

_ Meeting was adjourned till2 o'clock. Prayer by Elder E. Williams. 
~ On assembling at 2 p.m., the meeting was opened with prayer by Elder J. C. iter 
The Sacrament was administered by Elders Wagstaff and Sutton. The financial report 
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for the last half year was read, and the general authorities presented and unanimously sus- 
tained. The remainder of the afternoon was occupied by Elder George C. Lambert, who 
discoursed on seme of the principles of the Gospel» Benediction by Elder J. D. Hirst. 

After the afternoon meeting was concluded, most of the Elders and congregation went 
to the great Market Place, and held an ay meeting. The weather was rather un- 
favorable and the attendance meagre. The speakers were Elders G. C. Lambert, 
Sutton and Spencer. 


The evening services commenced at 6 p.m. “The opening prayer was offered by Elder, | 


G. C. Lambert, after which the evening was occupied by Elder E. Eyre and Apostle J. 
H: Smith. They both spoke upon a variety of subjects, which were instructive and 
edifying both to the strangers who were present and the Saints. 
The benediction was offered by Apvustle John H. Smith. 
There was a good attendance, an excellent spirit prevailed, and the remarks made by 
the various speakera were listened to with great attention. 
Joun WE Clerk of Conference. 


DISTRICT MEETING AT GLASGOW. 
| 
A Disraicr Meetting was held in the Upper Hall, 8 Watson Street, Glasgow, om Sun- 


day, April 8, 1883. The following Elders from Utah were on the stand: David McKay, © 


President of, and Juseph W. McMurrin, John Crawford, John McQuarrie, James 
Meikle and Robert Hunter, Traveling Elders in, the Glasgow Conference. Also the 
following local Elders: James Hamilton, President of the Glasgow Branch, Thomas 
Taylor of the Partick, and Joseph Legget of the Paisley Branch. 

During the morning session, after prayer by Elder Hamilton. the time was occupied 
by President McKay and Elder McMurrin, who reasoned upon the first principles of 
the Gospel, explaining at length the great need of new revelation, not only to the 
Church, but to each mdividual member of the Church. Elder McMurrin also bore 
testimony to the divine origin of the religion of the Latter-day Saints, and to the fulfill- 
ment of the promises of the Apostles whem he was set apart under their hands to his 
present mission. Benediction by Elder Thos. Taylor. 

On reassembling at 2 p.m., after prayer by Elder Legget, and the administering of 
the Sacrament, the meeting was addressed shortly by President McKay, who explained 


the calling of the missionaries from Utah, and stated that they came to these and other ; 


lands depending entirely upon our Father in Heaven to qualify them for their labors and. 


provide for them during their missions. He then called upon Elder Hunter, who- 


addressed the meeting for a short time upon the need of revelation, referred to the. 


ordinances of marriage and baptism as explained by modern revelation, said he was: 


proud of his calling and desired to live up to it, and bore his testimony to the divinity of. 
the calling of Joseph Smith and his successors. 
Elder John Crawford followed, speaking at length on the unchangeableness of the 


Gospel.and of the. gathering of Israel in the last days. He quoted many passages of — 


Seripture tu prove his position, and his discourse was listened to with much attention. 

Benediction by Elder Hamilton. 

At 6. pm., after the usual opening exercises and prayer by Elder McQuarrie, the 
evening meeting was addressed by Elders Meikle and McQuarrie, and their discourses, 
which dealt chiefly with the endless and unchangeable nature of the Gospel of Christ, 
were listened to attentively. They bore testimony to the truth of the Gospel as revealed 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith. | 

President McKay gave a few closing remarks, instructing the Saints in their duty to. 


those in authority and to each other, impressed upon them the importance of the local — 


Priesthood, and showed that they, as well as the Utah Elders, held the authority of 
Heaven, and should be respected as holding such. The Gospel was the power of God. 
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(delegated to His unto salvation, and he the Saints to all . 
who held the authority to officiate in the ordinances of the Guspel, whether they were 
Utah Elders or local Elders. He intiinated that, as he was about to leave for his home, 
Elder McMurrin would succeed him as Conference President, and promised that if the . 
Saints would sustain him as such they would be blessed. He also pronounced the | 
benediction. 
_ The meetings were well attended during the day, some strangers being socaued at each. 
The Saints enjoyed themselves very much, their expressions of pleasure and gratitude — 
being many and sincere. ‘he Relief Society provided refreshments in the ante-room | 
for the country Saints, and their efforts in this direction were much appreciated. | 
Huster, Clerk of Conference. 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 

There were 360 persons added to the Church in the Southern States last 
year. 

Snow is four feet deep on the summit between Salt Lake ong aad 
Parley’s Park. 

Geo. G. Bywater was lately promoted to the position of master mechanic 
at the Utah Central Railway Shops in Salt Lake City. a 

It is said that Fort Cameron, the military post near Beaver, is to be aban- — 
doned, and the troops are to be removed to Fort Douglas. 


Elder Wm. W. Riter and Miss Prissie Jennings, daughter of Mayor Wm. wy 


Jennings, of Salt Lake City, were united in the bonds of matrimony on the 
lith ult. | 


The residence of David Phillips, of West Jordan, was set on fire on the 
5th of April by the accidental upsetting of a lamp, and burned, with all its 
contents, 


A man named Christopher Tector accidentally fell into some molten metal : 
at the Germania smelter on the 5th of April, and had his hip and hand se 
badly burned that the flesh cracked. 


The General Conference recently held in Salt Lake City is said to have 
been the largest githering of the kind, as well as one of the most enjoyable 3 
occasions, that has vccurred in the histury of the Church. 


Paruwan has but one ) saloon, but the good citizens consider that one tee 
many ; they are therefore petitioning the city counsel to pass a prohibitory 
ordinance, and enforce it after the example of Logan City 

AU. & N. R. R. freight train collided with a cow near , uae on the 14th 
ult., and an engine and three cars were thrown from the track. An engineer | 
and a brakesman received slight injuries, but no other person was hurt. | 

A. G. Ross, of Ogden, the express messenger on the C. P. Railroad, whe | 
was wounded while defending the treasure against at attack of robbers some 


vial since, has been presented by Wells, Fargo & Co. with a cheque for $1,000 
a handsome gold watch, in consideration of his valor. | 
At a meeting of the Deseret Sunday School Union held in Salt Lake City | 


n the 6th ult., it was stated that there were about 41,000 children attending . 
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the Sunday schools of Zion, and that there was a growing taste for the home 
published literature and the songs and music composed at home. 

According to the report of President Jesse W. Crosby of Panguitch to the 
News, the small pox is not likely to spread any farther in that settlement. 
Only seven cases occurred in addition to that of the Indian who brought the 
disease to Panguitch, and but one of the seven hus proved fatal. 


A letter in the Utah Journal from Old Mexico, signed A. W. I, gives an ° 


account of a recent trip made by the writer and a Mexican companion to San 
Anders de la Cal, in the hot country, and of the baptism of five persons. 
‘The work of the Lord seems to be gaiving @ permanent fvothuld in that 
eountry now. 

An old man aged 83 years, a renidint of Kanab, while staying at his farm 
near that place, recently died from poison pliced in his food by two young 
Indians. . The Indians are under urrest, and one of them has confessed that 
his companion, “ White Eye,” did the deed, but his reason for doing so does 
not yet appear. } 

The Salt Lake Herald puts in a plea to have the old B.Y. mi!l in Liberty 
Park remain as it is, when the grounds are being improved. It is an old land- 
mark, around which cluster memories, pleasant and otherwise, of early life 
in the Salt Lake Valley, and as such it would always be interesting if allowed 
tostand. We second the Herald's motion. 

A young man named George Steed, a resident of Farmington, Utah, 
recently returned from a trip to Arizona, tu find that a transient, named 


White, whom he had befriended and employed to Jook after his affairs during | 


his absence, had betrayed his confidence by taking liberties with his wife. 
‘The incensed husband undertook to administer summary vengeance by firing 
four shots at the scoundrel, one of which took effect in his shoulder and two 


in his thigh. At lust accounts White was in St. Mark’s Hospital, and Steed 


had obtained a divorce from his wife. 


On the completion of the Denver and Rio Grande R. R. between Denver 
and Salt, Lake, a horde of men who had been employed on the line, many 
of them rough, desperate characters, were forwarded to Salt Lake City. As 
a result, arrests for drunkenness and sundry other offences became quite 
numerous, At last accounts, however, most of them had recommenced work 
on the grade between Salt Lake and Ogden, but from late reports of depreda- 
tions committed in Ogden, it would seem that some of them, or else an un- 
usual supply of tramps, must be infesting that town. 


Major W. H. Berry, an experienced hop-raiser from Fenton Co., N. Y., has : 


purchased 80 acres of land on the Provo Bench, had part of it planted with 
hops, and intends to settle down there and make Utah his future home. He 
expects to raise 15,000 pounds of hops to the acre, and as the present selling 
“price is 80 cts. per pound, it will be a very profitable crop; in fact, hop 
raising would pay well if they only brought 20 cts. per pound. It is estimated 
that $35,000 is sent out of the Territory annually for hops, and yet Utah is 
better adapted to their culture than almost any other part, being the natural 
home of the hop. 


* 
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